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Founded in 1960 as the Institute for Polar
Studies, The Byrd Polar Research Center fo-
cuses on the history and evolution of global
climate systems and the role of cold regions in
climate change. In 1987 the facility was re-
named for famous American Polar Explorer,
Admiral Richard E. Byrd. The Research Cen-
ter now includes eight research groups, a li-
brary, an archival program, and the U.S. Polar
Rock Repository. Undergraduate and graduate
students at The Ohio State University are able
to participate in and learn from this cutting
edge facility that organizes expeditions around
the world. To reconstruct past climate trends
The Byrd Polar Research Center uses a vari-
ety of methods, including the study of chem-
ical records preserved in ice cores collected
from glaciers in Greenland, Asia, North and
South America, and Antarctica.

Our planet is in peril and during this critical
time The Byrd Polar Research Center has ad-
vanced our knowledge of how cold regions
play a role in our Earth’s changes. The phe-
nomenon of climate change has been well
documented in the scientific community by
groups like The Byrd Polar Research Center.
Climate change demands immediate attention
and action; for fifty years The Byrd Polar Re-
search Center has contributed to our under-
standing of climate change and our ability to
mitigate and adapt to its effects.

The Byrd Polar Research Center strives to
improve our understanding of the environment
and the changes that are occurring to it and
provides central Ohioans with a world-class
education and research facility. | am proud to
recognize and honor The Byrd Polar Research
Center and its hard working staff for fifty years
of dedication to the advancement of scientific
understanding of the world around us.

——

RECOGNIZING HOPE LEARNING
ACADEMY

HON. DARRELL E. ISSA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 20, 2010

Mr. ISSA. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
recognize a wonderful program operated by
New Hope Community Church in Canyon
Lake, California, that has set the standard for
helping troubled youth by introducing a new
concept to learning. Just this past weekend,
Menifee Councilman Scott Mann and | had the
pleasure to visit the Hope Learning Academy,
seeing firsthand how this program’s mentors
steer at-risk youth onto a positive path and
equip them with the tools they need to lead
successful lives.

Regrettably, a substantial number of youth
in our communities are failing school, strug-
gling with behavioral issues in and out of the
home, and many are “slipping through the
cracks.”

That is why Hope Learning Academy, which
represents just one of the many ways that
New Hope Community Church serves its com-
munity, is an outstanding example of providing
at-risk youth with opportunities to grow. Their
combination of guidance, encouragement and
years of experience working with youth has
proven successful in helping both students
and parents implement a strategy of change in
their lives during what are considered a teen-
ager’'s most challenging years.
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There is no question that the staff at Hope
Learning Academy is committed to finding
ways to help the youth in our community.
They have effectively executed a niche pro-
gram to put youth on a course for success
while partnering with parents to give them the
tools they need to effectively parent their child.

Madam Speaker, | ask that my colleagues
please join me in recognizing the success of
Hope Learning Academy and | look forward to
hearing more about valuable programs such
as this that make a positive difference in the
lives of our local youth.

————

HONORING ERIC MICHAEL
ROTHMIER

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 20, 2010

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, | proudly
pause to recognize Eric Michael Rothmier, a
very special young man who has exemplified
the finest qualities of citizenship and leader-
ship by taking an active part in the Boy Scouts
of America, Troop 138, and in earning the
most prestigious award of Eagle Scout.

Eric has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
many years Eric has been involved with scout-
ing, he has not only earned numerous merit
badges, but also the respect of his family,
peers, and community.

Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join
me in commending Eric Michael Rothmier for
his accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

HONORING UTICA POLICE OFFI-
CERS SCOTT BERGER AND MI-
CHAEL PETRIE

HON. MICHAEL A. ARCURI

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 20, 2010

Mr. ARCURI. Madam Speaker, in the early
morning on Sunday, September 20th 2009, a
great tragedy occurred in my hometown of
Utica, New York. A horrific fire in an apartment
building claimed the lives of four people.

While this loss of life can never be replaced,
the loss would have been much more severe
had it not been for the courageous acts of two
Utica Police Officers, Scott Berger and Mi-
chael Petrie.

When Officers Berger and Petrie arrived on
scene, the apartment building was heavily en-
gulfed in smoke and flames. Without regard to
their safety, Officers Berger and Petrie ran into
the building and pounded on the doors on the
first, second and third floors, yelling to resi-
dents to evacuate the premise.

While trying to enter the back door, an ex-
plosion blew out the door, which sent Officers
Berger and Petrie scrambling for safety.

Due to their honor, courage and dedication
to protecting the public, Officers Berger and
Petrie were named Police Officers of the Year
by the American Legion’s Utica Post 229.

Madam Speaker, | call on my colleagues to
join me in recognizing the Utica Police Depart-
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ment, and specifically, Officers Berger and
Petrie, for exemplifying the characteristics of
true public servants. Our community and
country is a better and safer place because of
their efforts.

——————

CONGRATULATING MR. DENNIS
TICE

HON. BILL SHUSTER

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 20, 2010

Mr. SHUSTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate Mr. Dennis Tice for his
recognition as Bedford County’s Historian of
the Year for 2010. Mr. Tice will receive his
award at the Bedford County Historical Society
Annual Banquet on April 24, 2010.

Mr. Tice earned this award for his commit-
ment to chronicle Bedford County’s World War
Il veterans. Recognizing the importance of the
Greatest Generation’s legacy, Mr. Tice began
working on a project that would bring its story
to life. The result of his efforts was a feature-
length film entitled “Bedford County Veterans
WWII,” which premiered at the Pitt Theatre in
Bedford in December of 2009, with 2,100 tick-
ets sold to the public and many subsequent
DVD sales. Such a reception by the people of
Bedford County is a testament to the accu-
racy, accessibility, and authenticity of Mr.
Tice’s work.

Our World War Il veterans have many in-
spiring stories to tell, and Dennis Tice’s dedi-
cation to ensuring these stories are told is
truly admirable. | commend Mr. Tice for his
contribution to the understanding of our past,
which shall guide and encourage us in our fu-
ture. May his work continue to enrich Bedford
County now and for years into the future.

HONORING STEPHEN SMITH
HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 20, 2010

Mr. RADANOVICH. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate Stephen Smith upon his
retirement as Stanislaus County Assistant
Auditor-Controller. Mr. Smith will be honored
by the Stanislaus County Board of Supervisors
during a regularly scheduled Board of Super-
visors meeting to be held on March 26, 2010.

Mr. Stephen Smith was born in New York
and was raised in Germany, Virginia and Cali-
fornia. Upon graduating from Atwater High
School, he attended California State Univer-
sity, Stanislaus. In 1979 he graduated with a
Bachelor of Arts Degree in accounting.

After earning his license as a Certified Pub-
lic Accountant in 1981, Mr. Smith started his
career with Stanislaus County as a Controller
at the Scenic General Hospital. In 1983, he
was promoted to the Chief Internal Auditor
and in 1987 he was promoted to Chief Deputy
Auditor-Controller. In 2002, Mr. Smith became
the Assistant Auditor-Controller for the County.
Mr. Smith has been a vital member of the
Auditor-Controller's Strategic Plan develop-
ment team. He served on the WORKS Pur-
chasing Card implementation team, the Oracle
11i upgrade team and the Travel and Pur-
chasing Card policy revision team. Mr. Smith
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has also served on the Deferred Compensa-
tion Committee, Accounting Standards and
Procedures Committee, Audit Chief's Com-
mittee and Accounting Chief's Committee of
the California Association of Auditor-Control-
lers.

Outside of the office, Mr. Smith has been in-
volved with various non-profit organizations.
He has participated in the annual American
Heart Association’s Heart Walk, Youth in Gov-
ernment Day, United Way campaign and the
American Cancer Society’s annual Walk-a-
Thon. For twenty-eight years, Mr. Smith has
provided dedicated service to Stanislaus
County and its residents.

Madam Speaker, | rise today to commend
and congratulate Stephen Smith upon his re-
tirement from Stanislaus County after twenty-
eight years of service. | invite my colleagues
to join me in wishing Mr. Smith many years of
continued success.

——————

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 50TH
WEDDING ANNIVERSARY OF BOB
AND KAY LORD

HON. MIKE ROGERS

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 20, 2010

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Madam Speaker,
| rise today to pay tribute to a very special oc-
casion. On April 23, 2010, Bob and Kay Lord
will celebrate their 50th Wedding Anniversary.

On April 23, 1960, Bobby Ray and Francis
Kay Lord were united in holy matrimony in
Beaumont, Texas. Bob and Kay have one
daughter, Anieca, the joy of their lives. As they
have worked and traveled throughout the
world, their house was always open.

Whether you were a young person needing
the love and structure of a solid home, or just
a place to gather for good food and music,
you were always welcomed. All were blessed
to witness their faith, love and generosity.

To celebrate their anniversary, family and
friends will gather in their honor in Colmesneil,
Texas at Lake Amanda, to recognize Bob and
Kay’s life together and share the great memo-
ries over the years.

| salute this lovely couple on the 50th year
of their life together and join their family and
friends in honoring them on this special occa-
sion.

TRIBUTE TO DR. ARNOLD SPEERT
HON. BILL PASCRELL, Jr.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 20, 2010

Mr. PASCRELL. Madam Speaker, | would
like to call to your attention the work of an out-
standing individual, Dr. Arnold Speert, who
was recognized on Friday, April 16, 2010 upon
his retirement as president of William Paterson
University in Wayne, NJ, for his many years of
dedicated service to not only the university,
but the community at large as well.

It is only fitting that he be honored in this,
the permanent record of the greatest democ-
racy ever known, for he has been a true public
servant and educator and someone whose
commitment to excellence has helped to en-
hance countless lives.
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Arnold began his journey in academia at the
City College of the City University of New
York. A Phi Beta Kappa, Dr. Speert graduated
cum laude with honors in chemistry. He went
on to earn a doctorate in chemistry from
Princeton University where he was a National
Institute of Health Fellow. He is a member of
the American Chemical Society and the Amer-
ican Association for the Advancement of
Science.

Dr. Speert’'s career at William Paterson
began in 1970 when he joined the university’s
teaching staff as an assistant professor of
chemistry. Later that year he assumed his ini-
tial administrative responsibilities as assistant
to the dean of graduate and research pro-
grams. Dr. Speert was named assistant to the
vice president for academic affairs in 1971
and became associate dean for academic af-
fairs in 1978. In July 1979, he was named vice
president for academic affairs. During the
same period he rose through the faculty ranks
and attained full professor status in 1980. On
September 1, 1985, he became the sixth
president of Wiliam Paterson University,
reaching the pinnacle of leadership.

Though the university has always been cen-
tral to Dr. Speert, his reach has extended far
beyond William Paterson’s campus. He has
been active in a wide variety of community
service activities. He has served as chair of
the New Jersey Presidents’ Council and been
a member of the Commission on Higher Edu-
cation and the Board of Examiners for the
New Jersey Department of Education. His
spirit of volunteerism doesn’t just focus on
education—he currently serves on the board
of the State Farm Indemnity Company.
Throughout the years, he has also served on
the boards of the Tri-County Chamber of
Commerce, Barnert Hospital, the Ramapo
Bank, the Better Business Bureau, the Jewish
Federation of North Jersey, YM-YWHA of
Northern New Jersey, and the Respiratory
Health Association.

Founded in 1855, William Paterson Univer-
sity is one of the nine state colleges and uni-
versities in New Jersey. During Dr. Speert's
time as president, the university has continued
to grow, striving to meet the need to prepare
a growing student body to succeed in our rap-
idly changing world. The institution offers 30
undergraduate and 19 graduate programs
through five colleges: Arts and Communica-
tion, the Christos M. Cotsakos College of
Business, Education, Humanities and Social
Sciences, and Science and Health. Located
on 370 hilltop acres in Wayne, the university
enrolls more than 10,500 students and pro-
vides housing for nearly 2,300 students. The
institution’s 363 full-time faculty are highly dis-
tinguished and diverse scholars and teachers,
many of whom are recipients of prestigious
awards and grants from the Fulbright Pro-
gram, the Guggenheim Foundation, the Na-
tional Endowment for the Humanities, the Na-
tional Institutes of Health, the National Science
Foundation and the American Philosophical
Society.

The job of a United States Congressman in-
volves much that is rewarding, yet nothing
compares to learning about and recognizing
the impressive accomplishments of individuals
like Dr. Arnold Speert.

Madam Speaker, | ask that you join our col-
leagues, Arnold’s family and friends, all those
whose lives have been touched by his work,
and me in recognizing the outstanding and in-
valuable service of Dr. Arnold Speert.
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CONTINUING EXTENSION ACT OF
2010

SPEECH OF

HON. JOHN LINDER

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 15, 2010

Mr. LINDER. Mr. Speaker, the legislation
before us would extend for another 2 months
special Federal programs that today mean un-
employed workers can collect up to 99 weeks
of benefits in most States. This compares with
a total of up to 26 weeks of benefits in almost
all States during normal times. Other Members
note the massive expense of all this spending,
which would grow by another $18 billion in just
the next 2 months. None of it paid for, just as
none of the more than $100 billion in “emer-
gency” Federal unemployment spending has
been paid for since this program began in
mid—2008.

But stepping back, what are those 73 weeks
of additional benefits, at a cost now of $7-8
billion per month, buying American workers
and taxpayers? The answer is a whole lot of
disincentives to work, according to recent arti-
cles.

The April 13 Wall Street Journal (“Incentives
Not to Work: Larry Summers v. Senate Demo-
crats on jobless benefits”) put it this way,
summarizing the effect of unemployment ben-
efits on returns to work:

The second way government assistance
programs contribute to long-term unemploy-
ment is by providing an incentive, and the
means, not to work Each unemployed person
has a ‘reservation wage’—the minimum wage
he or she insists on getting before accepting
a job. Unemployment insurance and other
social assistance programs increase [the] res-
ervation wage, causing an unemployed per-
son to remain unemployed longer.” Any
guess who wrote that? Milton Friedman, per-
haps. Simon Legree? Sorry. Full credit goes
to Lawrence H. Summers, the current White
House economic adviser, who wrote those
sensible words in his chapter on ‘“Unemploy-
ment”’ in the Concise Encyclopedia of Eco-
nomics, first published in 1999.

The experts at the Brookings Institution
have reported that these unemployment exten-
sions “correspond to between 0.7 and 1.8 per-
centage points of the 5.5 percentage point in-
crease in the unemployment rate witnessed in
the current recession.” So even if you accept
the low end of the estimate, unemployment
would be 9 percent instead of today’s 9.7 per-
cent rate. At the other end, the unemployment
rate might be below 8 percent but for the ef-
fect of extended unemployment benefit ex-
tending and thus increasing unemployment.

And in case my colleagues on the other
side say these effects only matter when unem-
ployment is low and jobs are plentiful, guess
again. As noted by the scholar Amity Shines
this past week, “Two scholars, Stepan Jurajda
and Frederick Tannery, looked at Pittsburgh in
the first half of the 1980s, a period when the
Nation had two temporary increases in unem-
ployment benefits. They determined that one
third of those claiming unemployment found
work within weeks of the expiration of their
benefits, but not before.” And that was when
Pittsburgh had unemployment rates far above
the US average today, suggesting that the
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